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A SERMON, &. 


NEHEMIAH iv: I4. 


And I looked and rofe up, and faid unto the nobles, 
and to the rulers, and to the reft of the people, 
Be not ye afraid of them: Remember the LorD, 
which is great and terrible, and fight for your 
brethren, your fons and your daughters, your 
wives and your boufes. . 


| ' Y HEN a people become voluntary flaves 
to fin; when it is efteemed a reproach to 
reverence and ferve God; when profane- 

nefs and diffolute morals become fafhionable,; when 


pride and luxury predominate, we cannot expect fuch 
a nation to be long happy. 


IsrazL, when firft planted in the land of Canaan, 
were a brave, heroic and virtuous people, being firm- 
ly attached to the true worfhip of God, They were 
both formidable and invincible: when their armies 
went forth to battle, thoufands and tens of thoufands 
fell before them: thus being cloathed with the ma- 
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jefty of virtue and true religion, a panic feized the 
hearts of all their enemies around them. But when 
vice and immorality became prevalent ; when they 
forfook and rebelled againft their God, they loft their 
martial fpirit, and were foon enflaved by the king of 
Babylon, Yet, as God is gracious and merciful, when 
feventy years were expired in this furnace of affliion, 
he remembered their low eftate, and ftirred up Cyrus, 
king of Perfia, to proclaim liberty for the Jews to 
return and build their temple at Jerufalem. Never- 
thelefs fome of the people ftill remained in Perfia, of 
which Nehemiah was one.—He was a favourite in the 
days of Artaxerxes the king, therefore he obtained 
leave to go and build the walls of that antient city 
Jerufalem. But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah 
the Ammonite, and Gefhem the Arabian heard that 
there were men come to feek the welfare of the Jews, 
they were filled with indignation: therefore, in {cornful 
language, they bring a ftate-accufation againft them, 
faying: ‘« What is this thing that ye do? will you 
rebel againft the king*?” However, though they 
treated the Jews with fcorn and infult, yet their labour 
became a fubject of converfation. Sanballat once f{peak- 
ing on the occafion, Tobiah makesa reply to this effect, 
viz. “ Tuth, Sanballat, it is not worth your notice, 
nor fhould you give yourfelf the leaft concern about 
thefe feeble wretches, they build indeed, but if a fox 
in 


* 'Thefe three gentlemen were governors, and confequently pen- 
fioners. It is common for fuch to profefs great loyalty to kings, 
when in reality it is their penfion they love, and not their king. 
They {peak in court language, “ Will ye rebel againft the king ? ” 


To 5 Oe , 

“jn his meanders was to afcend theit ftone wall, and 
only givea few {cratches, it would fall down.” Thefe 
fcornful infults were fpoken that the Jews might hear 
them, and be difcouraged ; but when they faw that 
the work went on with rapidity, they were filled with 
the higheft indignation, and refolved, if bitter taunts, 
thefe {words of their mouths, would not difcourage 
them, their {words of fteel fhould compel them to ceafe 
from their work: therefore Sanballat, Tobiah, the 
Arabians, the Ammonites and Afhdodites all confpire 
together, to come with their united force againft Je- 
rufalem. Their defign was made known to Nehemiah; 
and, as_all fhould do, efpecially in diftrefs, he lifts up 
his eyes to heaven, and makes his fupplication to the 
Lorp of hoft; nor does he think his prefervation 
fhall be effected in neglect of the ufe of means; 
therefore he fets a watch againft them day and night, 

- and addreffes himfelf to all ranks of people in thefe 

{pirited and excellent words, viz. Be not ye afraid of 
them: Remember the Lorp, which is great and terrible, 
and fight for your brethren, your fons and your daughters, 

your wives and your boufes. 


In the words obferve, 


1. A caution againft cowardice, or fear of an enemy 
unjuftly enraged. Be not ye afraid of them. 

It is of great importance in war to be delivered 
from fear of the enemy ; for foldiers in a panic gene- 
rally fall a victim in the difpute, 
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a We have.an argument to excite fortitude and 


firmnefs of mind in martial engagements. Remember 
the Lorn, which is great and terrible. 


‘3. A fervent call to prefent duty in times of diftrefs, 


_ And fight for your brethren, your fons, your daughters, 


Jour wives and your houjes. 

To improve the words fuitable to the occafion of 
the prefent folemnity, the following order fhall be at- 
tempted, 


I. An endeavour fhall be made to prove, that in 


fome cafes, when a people are oppreffed, infulted and 


abufed, and can have no other redrefs, it then becomes 
our duty as men, with our eyes to Gop, to fight for 
our liberties and properties; or in other words, that 
a defenfive war is finlefs before Gop, confequently to 
engage therein, is confiftent with the purett religion, 
Here fome texts in the New Teftament, which pre- 
vent fome good men from engaging in the prefent 
difpute, thall be confidered, 


II. Some particulars fhall be prefented to our con- 
fideration, to demonftrate the alarming call, which 
we now have to take up arms in our own defence. 


Ill. A few arguments fhall be advanced to excite 
fortitude in martial engagements, 
And laftly, Some inferences fhall be drawn. 
The 


The fubje& before us is of great importance. — _It 
is to be lamented that we have the prefent occafion to 
confider it._It is very copious, and as it is new to 
me, brevity and great accuracy can fcarcely be ex- 
pected. If Gop fhall enable us to confider each pro- 
pofition confiftent with his honour, and worthy of his 
majefty, we may reft fatisfied. Your attention, my 
Brethren and Countrymen is begged, while an endea- 
vour is made, 


J. To prove, that in fome cafes, when a people are 
oppreffed, infulted and abufed, and can have no other 
redrefs, it then becomes our duty as men, with our 
eyes to Gop, to fight for our liberties and properties; 
or in other words, that a defenfive war is finle/s before 
Gop; confequently to engage therein, is confiftent 
with the pureft religion. 


If antiquity, if the united voice of all kingdoms, 
that now or ever have exifted, could be admitted as a 
proof, the point would eafily be determined ; for there 
has been no kingdom, whether compofed of Jews or 
Gentiles, Barbarians or Chriftians, but have embraced 
it as their common creed, that a defenfive war is inno- 
cent. But though this is a prefumptive argument, yet 
it muft be confefied, that it is not a decifive proof: 
for antient miftakes are miftakes, and a multitude 
may be wrong. 

. 
- But if this propofition can be made appear from the 
holy 
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holy feriptures, as we profefs them to be our only 
rule of faith and practice, then it muft be acknow- 
ledged that a defenfive war is finlefs, and confiftent 
with the pureft religion. To them let us repair with 
attentive ears, to hear what the lively oracles of Gop 
will fay on this point. 

Among all the antient fervants of Gop none is more 
famous for true piety and pure religion than the pa- 
triarch Abraham—to him the higheft epithets are 
given—he is more than once called the friend of 
Gop—in his fteps the righteous are to walk—to him 
were many great and precious promifes made, and yet 
we find this great, this holy man firmly of the faith 
that a defenfive war is finlefs. He makes a bright dif- 
play of his faith, when the four kings took Lot, his 
brother’s fon, captive. Doth his religion prevent his 
purfuit of the enemy? No, verily. With a heart de- 
pending on the moft high Gop, he collects his fer- 
vants and fome confederates; with martial weapons 
in his hands, he purfues the foes, and utterly difcom- 
fits the four kings, and triumphantly brings back 
the captives, with all the fpoil. This was the very 
time that Melchizedeck, the prieft of the moft high 
Gop, met him. And did he reprove or curfe him? 
_ No, fays the text, “he brought forth bread and 
“ wine,”—giving him the higheft expreffions of ap- 
probation, he thus addreffed him, viz. “ Bleffed be 
“¢ Abraham of the moft high Gop, poffeffor of heaven 
*« and earth, and bleffed be the moft high Gop, which 
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hath delivered thine enemies into thine hand.” Gen; 
xiv: 18.19.20. ‘This paflage proves not only that 
» this was Abram’s belief, but alfo that Melchizedek, 
prieft of the moft high Gop, Melchizedek, the brighteft 
type of Curist, was fully of the fame opinion, and 
therefore may be admitted as an evidence in favour 
of a defenfive war. For any of us to prefume that we 
have a better confcience than Melchizedeck, would 
argue either pride or ignorance, 


If we trace the facred hiftory, and defcend to fucs 
ceeding ages, we fhall find that Mofes is of the fame 
faith, Among all the children of men none was more 
meek, and admitted to greater familiarity with Gop, 
than, Mofes. He is often called, by way of eminence, 
*¢ Mofes, the fervant of Gop.” By his hands we re- 
ceived the lively oracles of Gon, and the apoftle bears 
him witnefs, that “ he was faithful in all things,” 
yet we find him often engaged in bloody battles. One 
inftance may fuffice at prefent, out of many that might 
be produced, and that is, when, on the moft reafon- 
able terms, he requefts to pafs through the land of 
Sihon, king of the Amorites, pledging his honour 
that no damage fhould be done; Num, xxi: 22.. but 
Sihon, inftead of granting the {mall privilege of pafs- 


ing along the highway, advances with all his armies- 


againft Ifrael. Doth Mofes think it his duty to make 

no defence? Let us view his conduct. Ifrael advances 

with {word in hand, and utterly difcomfits the Amo- 

rites. —If we read the book of Jofhuah, his immediate 
B fucceffor, 
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fuceeffor, we fhall find him of the fame mind. Ifraef 
are called the peculiar people of Gop, to whom his 


_ mind was revealed, and this is the faith of the whole 


houfe of Ifrael.—If it was a fin to engage in a defen- 
five war, can we fuppofe that Ifrael fhould be ignorant 
of it? Seeing therefore that it is finlefs, it is meet 
that we fhould tread in the footfteps of this flock, 
which is gone before us. And were we further to 
attend to the facred hiftory, we fhall find, that after 
the death of Jofhuah and the elders, which faw the 


_ mighty works of Gon, that Ifrael firft being enflaved 


by fin, were oppreffed by various nations; but when 


_they cried unto the Lorp, he raifed up deliverers, 
‘among whom were Othniel, Ehud, Barak, Gideon, 


Jephtha, and’many others, which performed glorious 
exploits, and were bleffed inftruments under Gop to 
deliver Ifrael from oppreffion and bondage. Some of 


thefe, you know, are f{poken of as the worthies of Ifrael, 


and have much recorded in their praife ; and yet all thefe 
died in the faith, that a defenfive war is finlefs before 
Gop. Still were we to defcend and purfue the chain 


. of hiftory, we fhall find all the kings of Ifrael of the 


fame faith. Among many that might be mentioned, 
we fhall at prefent take notice only of one. David, 


aman eminent for pure religion, the fweet pfalmift of 


Tfrael, David, a man after Gop’s own heart, yet all 
his life is a {cene of war. When he was even a youth, 


- he began his martial exploits, and delivered Ifrael by 


flaying great Goliath of Gath, the champion of the 
Philiftines. 


el 
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Philiftines, And what fhall I fay more? The time | 


would fail me to enumerate all who were avouchers of 
this propofition: It is therefore a clear point, that a 
defenfive war is finlefs, and confiftent with the pureft 
religion, 


This indeed is generally acknowledged, when our 
difpute is with a foreign enemy, but at prefent it 
feems like a houfe divided againft itfelf; our difpute 


~ is with adminiftration. This is caufe of great forrow, 


that fuch a heavy judgment has befallen the kingdom, 
and yet we are not without fome inftances in fcripture 
of people refufing obedience to kings, when they be- 
came arbitrary and oppreflive. When Rehoboam, 
threatened Ifrael with nothing but tyranny, they did 
not long hefitate till they gave the king this anfwer, 
«¢ What portion have we in David ? Neither have we 
“‘ inheritance in the fon of Jefle: To your tents, oh 
“ Tfrael! Now fee to thine own houfe David.” 
1 Kings xii: 16. 


And this certainly has been the faith of Great- 


- Britain, as might be made appear by many inftances, 


one of which I fhall at prefent juft mention, When 
king James II. departed’ from the conftitution, and 
became arbitrary, by difpenfing with acts of Parlia- 
ment by proclamation, iffuing quo warrantos againft 
charters, and endeavouring to introduce popery, the 
people efteemed it no fin to invite William, the prince 
of Orange, to invade England, and obliged James to 
B 2 abdicate 
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abdicate a eBrgdomn he had forfeited his right to 
oer” 


~ But there are fome texts of f{cripture urged on this 
occafion, which were to be confidered. The following 
are thought to enjoin non-refiftance in the ftrongeft 
terms, viz. Let every foul be fubjeét to the bigher powers : 
for there is no power but of Gov the powers that be, 
are ordained of Gov. Whofoever. therefore refifteth the 
power, refifteth the ordinance of Gov: and they that refift, 
Joall receive to themfelves condemnation, Rom. xiii: 
1. 2, &c, The apoftle is no friend to anarchy, for he 
well knew the corruption and depravity of man would 
opprefs the innocent, if there were no legal reftraints. 
But, in order rightly to underftand thefe words, it is 
of great importance to determine firft, what is meant 
by the bigher powers: For this is what every foul is to 
be fubje& unto. We fhall find no expofition liable to 
lefs exception, than to underftand by the higher powers 
- the juft, the good, the wholefome and conftitutional 
laws of ‘a land, merely refpecting civil government. 
The very defign of thefe” higher powers is to fecure 
the property and promote the happinefs of the whole 
community.—Thefe higher powers therefore appear 
as binding on princes as people. And as Gop has or- 
dained thefe powers for the good of the whole, who- 
foever refifteth the fame, refifteth the ordinance of 
Gop, and receiveth finally condemnation, and that 
juftly; for anarchy and tyranny are effentially the 
fame, and equally to be dreaded, as each refifts the 

higher 
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higher powers. We cannot fuppofe, either that this 
text enjoins abfolute fubmiffion to all laws, which may 
be made in a land; for fome are fo wicked, oppreffive 
and unjuft in their nature and tendency, that the beft 


of men have thought it their indifpenfable duty to dif- 


obey them. You may well remember, that Nebuchad- 
nezzar made it a certain law, that all nations in his 
empire fhould, on pain of death, worfhip his golden 
image. Was it the duty of his fubje& to obey or not? 


The conduc of Shadrach, Mefhach and Abednego - 
will determine the point, who, refufing to comply, 


were caft into a fiery furnace. Remember alfo, when 
Darius, king of Perfia, made a ftatute, that no man 


' fhould petition either Gop or man, fave himfelf, for 


thirty days, Daniel refufed obedience unto the decree, 
becaufe it was unrighteous. Call to mind alfo, that in 
the days of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, he enjoinedit as 
a law to all the midwives, that they fhould kill all the 
male-children of the Jews. Did they obey or not? 
The text informs us that the fear of Gop prevented 
them, believing that no law can make that juft, which 
in its own nature is unrighteous. The higher powers, 
of which Paul fpeaks, are ordained of Gop, and if or- 
dained of him, they muft be like unto him, who is a 
Gon of unfpotted juftice and truth. Certain it is, that 
the people muft be the judges whether the laws are 
good or not;—and I think it muft be acknowledged 
by all, that laws are not good, except they fecure every: 
man’s liberty and property, and defend the fabject 
againft 


; 
SVRE | ee — 
hy oct Aya emer > or i 


7k 14 Re 
againft the arbitrary power of kings, or any body of 
men whatfoever, _ | 
_ Again, another text, ufed to enforce the doétrine of 
non-refiftance in the prefent difpute, is, Submit your- 
_ selves to every ordinance of man, for the Lorn’s fake, 
whether unto the king as fupreme, or unto Lovernors as 
unto them that are fent by him, for the punifhment of evit- 
doers, and for the praife of them that do well. 1 Pet. ii: 
13.14. This text is to be underftood in a reftri@ed 
and limited fenfe as above. We cannot fuppofe, that the 
apoftle meant obedience to all defpotic ordinances of 
tyrants ; for this would condemn the condué@ of the 
midwives, Daniel, Shadrach, Mefhach and Abednego, 
The ordinances here can be none other than fuch as 
are good, and ordained of Gop, for whofe fake w 
are to fubmit unto them; for thefe higher powers, or 
ordinances, are the provifion of Gop, which he has or- 
dained for the Safety of the people, to defend them 
againft oppreffion and arbitrary power. There is none, 
but Gop, fuitably qualified to rule according to his 
own will and pleafure, fo that when man affumes to 
rule arbitrarily, he fets himfelf in the temple of Gop, 
fhewing himfelf that he is God; for none is qualified 
for that feat, but him that is infinitly wife, juft and 
holy. We fee, when thefe words are taken in a limited 
fenfe, there is no evil confequence follows, but if we 
underftand them to bind us to obey all that tafk- 
-mafters require, then it is plain that we condemn king 
Henry VII. for refufing obedience to the pope of 
: : Rome, 
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Rome. Many duils were thundered out againft him, 
but he and the parliament refolved that they were a 
complete legiflative body in themfelves, paying no re- 
- gard to the threats of Rome. If we were to embrace 
any other expofition of thefe paffages of {cripture, we 
fhould abfolately condemn the Reformation; nay, we 
would condemn all England, who refufed obedience 
to king James II. becaufe he would not be fubject to 
the higher powers, but endeavoured to fubvert the 
conftitution, and to reign arbitrarily. Such a fentiment, 
if purfued, would lead back to all the horrors of 
popery and defpotifm ; nay, it would even condemn the 
bleffed martyrs, whd refufed obedience to arbitrary 
and wicked laws. 


Some will object, that thefe laws refpected religion, 
which makes an effential difference ; for when religion 


’ 


is affected, one may withftand a kingdom. Calvin and - 


Luther were of this faith. It is granted, that there is 
great difference between ftate affairs and religion; 
for Chrift fays, “ his kingdom is not of this world,” 
none dare impofe laws in matters of religion on his 
fubjects, without being guilty of a daring infult: but 
the inftances above do not all refpect religion, there- 
fore are fuitable on the prefent occafion; and thofe 
that do refpect religion, were brought to prove that 
the words are to be taken in a reftricted fenfe, I have 
met with none, but acknowledge thefe texts muft be 
fo underftood, as to juftify oppofition to popifh ty- 


ranny. And pray, my sountryanee what better is pro- 
teftant 


r 
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teftant tyranny than popith? Is there any effential dif- 

ference between being robbed by a proteftant or a 


_ papift? Is it not the very fame thing? Tyranny is 


tyranny, flavery is flavery, by whomfoever it is im- 


_ pofed. Names change not the nature of things. If 


defpotifm is bad in a papift, it cannot be good ina 


_ proiefiant, If it may be refifted in one, it ought to be 


in the other: 


But to proceed: There is another objection, which 
good people make againft war of any kind, viz. “ That 
‘war is not agreeable to the difpofition of fouls 
* newly converted to the knowledge of Curist: 
“« Then we long for,the falvation of fouls, and have 
“a tender regard for all men: Surely martial en- 
“ gagements do not fuit a meek and loving difciple 
** of Jesus.” I confefs, no objection to me is of equal 
importance to this. It is a folemn confideration :_ 
Alas! alas! that ever there was occafion of even a de. 
fenfive war: but occafion there has been, and occafion 


_ there now is.—The reafon why a defenfive war feems 


fo awful to good people, is, they efteem it to be fome 
kind of murder: but this isa very great miftake; for it 
is no more murder than a legal procefs againft a cri- 
minal. The end is the fame, the mode is different. In 
fome cafes it is the only mode left to obtain juftice, 
And furely that religion is not from heaven, which is 
againft juftice on earth. Remember all men are not 
converted ; if they were, there could be no neceffity of 
war in any fenfe, For, fays the {cripture, « they fhall 
, “* not 
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« not hurt nor deftroy.” But remember, this is when 
the earth fhall be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lorp, Alas! this is not the cafe now; for darknefs, 
gloomy darknefs, prevails throughout the kingdoms of 
this world. Oh! that the kingdom of Jesus was 
come, when we fhould have occafion to learn war no 
more. But to give a more particular anfwer to the ob- 
jeGtion, confider that the defign of laws is to punifh 
evil-doers, —to bring to juftice offenders, and to fecure 
the innocent in the peaceable poffeffion of their pro- 
perties » for this end Gop has ordained thefe higher 
powers; but it fome times has been the cafe, that 
thofe, in whofe hands thefe powers are entrufted, be- 
come tyrannical, and the greateft offenders, and fhall 
they live. with impunity? Gop forbid! how fhall 
juftice be obtained ? every mode is evaded. "The cafe is 
fimilar with a foreign enemy, we cannot have redrefs 
any other way, no other method is left to obtain 
juftice ; and though the mode is different, the iffue is 
the fame as when we execute a criminal condemned 
by ajury. Suppofe, a villain was to rob you of a va~ 
luable fum of money, and thereby expofe you afid your 
family to diftrefs and poverty, would you not think it 
your duty to profecute fuch a public offender? yes, 
without doubt, or elfe you could not be a friend to 
the innocent part of mankind. But fuppofe, he not 
only robs you,- but in a daring manner, in your pre- 
fence, murders your only fon, will you not think that 
blood calls aloud for punifhment? Surely both reafon 
and revelation will juftify you in feeking for juftice in 
that. 


i Ce Ce — : 
that mode by which it can be obtained, The prefent 
tafe is only too fimilar:—by an arbitrary a& all the 
families that depended on the Newfoundland fifhery are 
abandoned to diftrefs and poverty, and the blood of 
numbers fpilt already without a caufe. Surely it is 


“| 


confiftent with the pureft religion to feek for juftice. . 


Confider the cafe in this point of view, and he that is 
not clear in confcience to gird on his fword, if he would 
act confiftently, muft never fit on a jury to condemn 
a criminal. 


II. This brings me to the fecond thing propofed, 
which was to prefent a few particulars to your con- 
fideration, which will demonftrate the alarming call, 
which we now have, to take up arms, and fight in our 
own defence,— 


We have no choice left to us, but to fabmit to abfo- 
lute flavery and defpotifm, or as free-men to ftand in 
our own defence, and endeavour a noble refiftance. 
Matters are at laft brought to this deplorable ex- 
tremity ; — every reafonable method of reconciliation 
has been tried in vain;—our addrefles to our king 
have been treated with negle& or contempt. It is true 
that a plan of accommodation has been propofed by 
adminiftration,; but they are men of more fenfe than 
to think it could be accepted. It could be propofed 
for no other purpofe than to deceive England into an 
opinion, that we did not defire reconciliation What 
was the fubftance of this pretended plan? In fhort 

this, 
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this, that we fhould give them as much money as they 


were pleafed to afk, and we might raife it in our own 
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mode,—Slaves therefore we mutt be, only we fhall be 


indulged to put on our fetters, to fuit ourfelves.— 
This plan is no better than that claufe, which fays, 
“< That the parliament have a right to make laws to 
*¢ bind us in all cafes whatfoever.” For if they may fix 
the fum, and we mutt raife it, the cafe is the fame, we 
have nothing left, but what they have no ufe for ;— 
all is at their difpofal, and we fhall have no voice in 
the application of our own money. They may apply 
it to raife forces in Canada, to cut our throats. The 
call therefore is alarming—we cannot fubmit to be 
flaves we were born free, and we can die free. Only 
attend to the voice of parliament, viz. “ That they 
“‘ have a right to make laws to bind us in all cafes 
“¢ whatfoever.”__Even our religion is not excepted — 
they aflume a right to bind us in all cafes.— Agree- 
able to this propofition, they may oblige us to fupport 
popifh priefts, on pain of death :—they have already 
given us a fpecimen of the good effects of their affumed 
power, in eftablifhing popery in near one half of North- 
America. Is not this the loudeft eall toarms? All is at 
ftake—we can appeal to Gon, that we believe our caufe 
is juft and good, But to attend to our text, “and fight 
*« for your brethren,” our brethren in the Maffachu- 
fetts are already declared rebels,—they are treated as 


fuch, and we as abettors are involved in the fame cir- 


cumftances 3—nothing can be more unjuft than fuch 
a proclamation. Rebels are men difaffected with their 
C2 fovereign 
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fovereign in favour of fome other perfon. This is not 
the cafe of America; for if Jacobites were not more 
common in England than with us, we fhould not have 
had occafion of the prefent dete, We very well know 
what follows this proclamation, all our eftates are con- 
fifcated, and were we even to fubmit, we fhould be 
hanged as dogs.—Now therefore let us join, and fight 
for our brethren. Remember our Congrefs is in emi- 
nent danger. It is compofed of men of equal characters 
and fortunes of moft, if not fuperior to any in North- 
America.—Thefe worthy gentlemen have ventured all 
in the caufe of liberty for our fakes ;—if we were to 
forfake them, they muft be abandoned to the rage of 
a relentlefs miniftry. Some of them are already pro- 
feribed, and no doubt this would be the fate of the 
reft :—How could we bear to fee thefe worthy patriots 
hanged as criminals of the deepeft dye? their families 
plundered of all that they poffefs, and abandoned to 
diftrefs and poverty? This, my cotintrymen, muft be - 
the cafe, if you will not now as men fight for your 
brethren: Therefore if we do not ftand by them, even 
unto death, we fhould be guilty of the bafeft ingrati- 
tude, and entail on ourfelves everlafting infamy. But 
if the cafe of our brethren is not fo near as fuitably to 
affect us, let us confider the condition of our fons and 
daughters. Your fons are engaged in the prefent 
difpute, and therefore fubje& to all the confequences : 
Oh! remember if you fubmit to arbitrary meafures, 
you will entail on your fons defpotic power. Your 
fons and your daughters muft be ftrangers to the com~ 
forts 
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forts of liberty ;—they will be confidered like beafts 
_of burden, only made for their majfters ufe. If the 
groans and cries of pofterity in oppreffion can be any 
argument, come now, my noble countrymen, fight for 
your fons and your daughters. But if this will not 
alarm you, ¢onfider what will be the cafe of your wives, 
if a noble refiftance is not made: all your eftates con- 
fifcated, and diftributed to the favourites of arbitrary 
power, your wives muft be left to diftrefs and poverty. 
This might be the better endured, only the moft 
worthy and flower of all the land fhall be hanged, and 
widowhood and poVerty both come in one day. The 
call to arms is therefore alarming, efpecially when we 
confider the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel, 
we can expect no favour from adminiftration. They 
feem to be callous, fo as to have no feeling of human 
diftrefs. What can be a greater demonftration than to 
excite the barbarous favages againft us?* Thefe, in- 
ftead of coming againft our armedmen, will befet our 
defencelefs frontiers, and barbaroufly murder with fa- 
vage cruelty poor helplefs women and children. Oh, 
did ever mortal hear of fuch inhuman barbarity! + 
Come then, my countrymen, we have no other remedy, 


but, under Gop, to fight for our brethren, our fons 


and our daughters, our wives and our houfes. 
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* It is beyond difpute, that Guy Johnfon is ufing his influence 
with the Mohawks againft us, as well as the Superintendant of South- 
Carolina. Thefe muft be bribed by Adminiftration, whofe tools and 
penfioners they are. 3 

“+ It is a received maxim, that he that employs an aflaflin is as 
bad as himfelf. 
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III. It is probable that the moft will acknowledge, 
that the call to arms is alarming, but we are compara- 
tively weak to Great Britain; an anfwer to this will 
bring us to the third thing under confideration, which 
was, to advance a few arguments to excite fortitude 
in martial engagements And no argument is greater 
' than our text, viz. < Remember the Lor p is great 
“and terrible.”- All human aid is fubject to difap- 
pointment, but when our dependance is on the al- 
mighty Gop, we may hope for fuccefs, for the eyes of 
the Lorp run to and fro throughout the whole earth, 
to thew himfelf ftrong in behalf of them whofe heart 
is perfect towards him. 2 Chron. xvi: 9. He gives us 
a glorious difplay of his afliftance in the cafe of Abra- 
- ham, who lifted up his hand to the moft high Gon, 
and purfued the four kings with their numerous ar- 
mies, and Gop delivered them into his hand, for he 
is great, and doth great and marvellous things in be- 
half of them that truft in him, Remember what the 
Lorp has done in ages paft: Ifrael were in the days 
of Saul forely befet by the Philiftines,—their hearts 
trembled at the formidable afpect of hee Goliath of 
Gath; but Gop fends forth a youth, even a ftripling, 
againft this man of war, and foon we fee the infulting 
foe lie proftrate at the feet of David. Call to mind 
what he did to the Affyrian hoft in the days of Heze- 
kiah: with bitter taunts Rabfhakeh reproaches Ifrael, 
- threatening, that if they did not foon furrender, that 
he would oblige them to eat their own excrements and 
drink their own urine,—But behold the hand of the 
: Lorp 
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Lorp is with Ifrael, therefore an angel of death is 
fent, who {mote the Affyrian camp, fo that an hundred 
four fcore and five thoufand were dead corps in the 
morning light. Kings and captains may boaft great 
things, but Gop alone is truly great, and greatly to 
be feared; he doth his pleafure in the heavens above, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth, and all nations 
are as nothing in his fight. Gop is not only great, 
but terrible in his judgments; an inftance we have in 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who was'refolved to keep 
Ifrael in bondage, but was fatally difappointed.in the 
red fea, His judgrfents are both great and various; 
how eafy is it for Gop to baffle all the counfels of out 
enemies ? how eafily can he divide them, or raife up 
enemies that fhall give them employment enough at’ 
home? So he delivered David in the wildernefs of 
Maon. Our Gon is able to give us pity in the eyes of 
the nations around us, fo that they will afford their 
aid, if required, If Gop be for us, who can be againft 
us? We have great reafon to bewail the fins of the 
land, yet the Lorp has a people in it referved for 
himfelf, and if this had been the cafe with Sodom, it 
would have been faved.—Our prefent difpute is juft, 
our caufe is good.— We have been as loyal fubjects 
as any on carth;—at all times, when occafion called, 
we have contributed towards the expence of war, with 
liberal hands, beyond our power, even in their eftima- 
tion. When we have been called to venture our lives 
in defence of our king and country, have we refufed? 


No, verily ; we have been willing to fpill oyr precious 
blood. 
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blood. We have been charged with defigns of inde- 
pendency: This poffibly may bé the event, but furely 
againft our wills ; the decent addreffes to his Majefty, 
as well as all other prudential meafures, are arguments _ 
in our favour. But all our meafures are difregarded, 
the terms offered us are but a few degrees milder than 
what the Ammonites offered to Jabefh-Gilead. Thefe 
poor men offered more than reafon could afk, but 
nothing would ferve, only for each to have his right 

eye put out—the termis were bad—tears flowed from 
every eye—wailings reached the ears of Saul, and the 
fpirit of the Lorp came on him. 1 Sam, xi: 6. By the 
fpirit of Gon here we may underftand a martial f{pirit 
ftirred up in Saul. He affembles all Ifracl, and makes 
~ anoble refiftance, attended with a glorious victory over 
the enemy.—The fpirit of Gop coming on him was 
a prefage of fuccefs. And has not the fame fpirit come 
onus? A martial {pirit from Gop has fpread through- 
out the land. Surely, if this is not a heavy judgment, 
it is a prefage of fuccefs. We aré fully perfuaded, 
that this fpirit is not a judgment, becaufe our caufe is 
good, even in the fight of other States. To the Moft 
High we can appeal, and fubmit the event to his 
pleafure. It is more than probable that we may meet 
with fome defeats, and have much blood fhed; but 
even if this fhould be the cafe, let us not be difcou- 
raged; for fo it was with Ifrael in their firft battles 
with Benjamin, but in the third battle the whole tribe 
of Benjamin is cut off, fave fix hundred men. 


. 
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_ Thére is only one spniideration that is very difcou- 
raging, and that is the great and many fins that pre- 
vail in our land. “ Uniseosils to confefs and deplore 
“ our many fins,” is recommended by our Congrefs 

: as one duty of this day. And, alas! we have many 
great fins abounding in our land, for which we may 

juftly bewail our cafe before Gop, fome of which, it 
may not be amifs to mention here: — but where fhall 

I begin? There is one heaven daring and God pro- 

woking fin, which prevails even among many who 

otherwife are gentlemen, that is profanenefs of language, 
in taking the tremendous name of Gop in vain. This 
is a fin of the firft magnitude—men have the leaft ex- 
cufe for it—no fenfe is gratified—it is attended with 
no profit—yet how common is it in almoft every town 
and province! Remember that it is him, who is great 
and terrible, that fays, he will not hold him guiltlefs 
that taketh his name in vain, Add to this, the diffolute 
debauchery, drunkennefs, pride and excefs which pre- 
vails in our land, and we fhall not wonder that the 

Lorp has a controverfy with the kingdom, Thefe 
and many other fins we have reafon to bewail before 

Gop, and are the only difcouragements in the prefent 

difpute. And if we are fuccefsful in our prefent 

ftruggle for liberty, we cannot expect to enjoy any 
lafting happinefs without a reformation, and a life 
worthy of the glorious gofpel.+-Was the fear of Gop 
fuitably in our hearts, we fhould be invincible; for 
if Gop be for us, who can be againft us? But, alas! 
there feems but little concern about forfaking fin and 
BD ( se a faving 
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a faving acquaintance with Gop, though our prefent 
ftate is fo alarming: All the horrors of a war is at 
hand—death is ready to triumph over his thoufands, 

-and are we {till afleep in fin?__We are called to fight 
for our brethren, our fons and our daughters, our 
wives and our-houfes,; and if Gop forfakes us, our 
flavery is fure,—Many truft too much on the arm of 
 flefh; but let us place all our confidence in Gop, and 

* ufe every prudential ftep. Nehemiah prays, but omits 

not the ufe of means, he fets a watch night and day to 

guard againft the enemy, and every man is equipped 
for battle, _ 


_ .Thus, my hearers, I have confidered every point 
which demanded our prefent attention. I hope that it 
has been made evident, that a defenfive war is finlefs, 
and confiftent with the pureft religion. This I can fay, 
thefe arguments have removed all difficulties from my 
own breaft, Seeing therefore, that it is finlefs, and we 
are called to take the bloody weapons of death in hand, 
let not the expence of war difcourage us. This indeed 
mutt be very great, but be it fo; we fight not for pre- 
fent profit, no, our noble ftruggle is for liberty itfelf, 
without which even life would be miferable—what 
though the half, nay the three parts, of our eftates be 
loft, we fhall have the fourth remaining ;—our land is 
good, we can live, Providence can eafily compenfate 
our lofs. And remember the Lorp is great, matters 
may have a f{peedy iffue; he can raife the fpirit of the 
inhabitants of Great-Britain in our favour;—their 
voice 
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voice fhall reach the throne ;—he is able to open the 
eyes of adminiftration, or remove our enemies from 
about his Majefty, fo that there may yet be a happy 
reconciliation with Great-Britain. We have confidered 
the alarming call, which we have to take up arms;— 
let us unite as men poffeffed of a true fenfe of liberty. 

If any are not clear in confcience, let us not defpife 


them —I confefs fome are provoking, but mildnefs 


is our duty; that with well-doing we may filence the 
obftinacy of evil men.—On the whole, we are come to 
the unhappy ftate of a civil war, and I remember Bi- 
fhop Burnet makes a remark to this effect, viz. *« Of 
* all calamities it is the greateft, for though we know 
s< where it begins, we know not where it fhall end.” 
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If ever there“was one time that called for more re. | 


ligioh than another, this is the very time. And yet, 
alas! alas! how few are feeking Gop! how few are 
feeking their falvation, when death is even at the door, 


and all at ftake! Let me therefore entreat you feri- é 


oufly to lay to heart the prefent ftate, and “ remem. 
* her the Lorn, which is great and terrible,” men, 


